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for  publication,  of  the  Sermon  you  preached  this  morning  in  that  Church,  on  the 
occasion  of  a  general  Thanksgiving. 

Your  discourse,  in  their  judgment,  is  so  entirely  appropriate,  and  contains 
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sure  you  will  confer  a  special  favor  on  the  community  at  large,  by  allowing  them  to 
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discourse  was  prepared  with  no  such  expectation,  and  though  soma  of  its  views  are 
imperfectly  developed,  I  yield  to  the  request  of  the  Vestry,  and  on  my  return  to  the 
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SERMON. 


"For  when  thy  judgments  are  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  cf  the  world  will 
learn  righteousness." — Isaiah  xxvi.,  part  of  9th  verse. 


These  words  form  part  of  a  song  of  praise,  dictated  by  the  Most 
High  to  his  prophet,  and  intended  to  be  sung  in  the  land  of  Judah, 
when  that  land  should  enjoy  its  promised  triumphs  over  those  who 
were  alike  the  enemies  of  God  and  of  his  people.  Among  the 
subjects  for  devout  thanksgiving  indicated,  one  was  to  be  found  in 
the  awful  judgments,  which,  while  they  desolated  other  nations, 
should  spare  their  own.  In  these  judgments,  God  saw  means  at 
once  of  arousing  and  of  permanently  improving  those  who  might 
look,  with  vacant  eye  and  uninstructed  heart,  on  the  ordinary  dispen¬ 
sations  of  his  providence.  As  well  to  those  who  might  behold  them 
only  in  their  effects  on  others,  as  to  those  who  should  suffer  from 
them  in  their  own  persons,  they  would  speak  in  loud  and  most  im¬ 
pressive  tones  of  the  supremacy  and  the  perfect  rectitude  of  His  law, 
and  of  the  peril  of  every  nation  that  should  perseveringly  disobey  it. 

You  will  understand  then,  brethren,  why  I  select  these  words  as 
the  theme  of  our  morning’s  meditation.  We  assemble  in  this  place, 
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at  the  call  alike  of  the  civil  and  the  ecclesiastical  authority,  to  com¬ 
memorate  our  public  and  national  blessings ;  and  among  them 
according  to  the  teaching  of  the  text,  we  may  reckon  those  judg¬ 
ments  which  have  been  sent  on  the  earth,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
world  may  learn  righteousness.  All  experience  teaches,  that  with 
nations,  as  with  individuals,  adversity  though  a  stern  is  still  a  wise  and 
most  effectual  teacher  ;  and  that  its  salutary  lessons  often  admonish 
and  benefit  those,  to  whom  they  are  not  directly  addressed.  And  if 
ever  in  our  day  such  lessons  were  abroad  in  the  earth, — it  is  now ; 
or  if  ever  nation  had  cause  to  congratulate  itself  that  it  can  enjoy 
the  admonition,  while  it  escapes  the  suffering  involved,  it  is  surely 
our  own.  On  us  there  is  laid,  therefore,  a  two-fold  obligation  to 
gratitude  and  improvement — the  one  emanating  from  the  pre-eminent 
blessings  we  enjoy — the  other  proceeding  from  the  judgments  we 
have  thus  far  escaped. 

What  a  contrast  there  is  between  our  lot  to-day,  and  that  of  some 
of  the  most  powerful  and  illustrious  nations  of  Christendom  !  Our 
barns  and  store-houses  are  filled  with  plenty ;  their’s  indicate,  in  too 
many  cases,  the  approach  of  painful  scarcity,  if  not  of  absolute 
famine. — Our  air  is  still  free  from  the  taint  of  that  mysterious  and 
deadly  pestilence  ;  while  in  theirs  it  is  silently  spreading  its  fatal 
infection. — With  us  the  resounding  clangour  of  war  is  hushed,  and 
we  are  again  at  peace ;  while  with  them,  there  are  on  every  hand 
the  evils  and  the  woes  of  bloody  strife. — Within  our  own  borders, 
we  live  in  substantial  unity — differing  indeed  in  our  opinions,  but 
referring  those  differences,  after  free  and  full  discussion,  to  the  silent 
arbitrament  of  the  ballot-box  ;  whereas  within  their  borders  class  is 
arrayed  against  class,  and  one  division  of  kingdoms  against  another, 
in  feuds  alike  cruel  and  unrelenting. — In  this  our  own  beloved  com¬ 
monwealth,  we  have  beheld  within  the  last  few  months,  its  chief 
magistrate  resigning  the  power  and  dignities  of  his  office,  that  he 
might  close  his  days  more  tranquilly  amid  the  contemplations  and  the 
devout  services  which  become  a  believer’s  death-bed.  In  other 
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lands,  we  behold  sovereign  princes — heirs  of  a  long  line  of  renowned 
ancestry — swaying  one  day  with  all  but  absolute  authority  the  des¬ 
tinies  of  millions,  while  on  the  next  day  they  are  driven  as  fugitives 
from  their  own  palaces,  or  yield  to  the  indignant  demands  of  their 
people  a  reluctant  consent.  At  this  very  moment  what  is  the  con¬ 
dition  of  several  kingdoms  most  famed  in  the  history  of  modem 
Europe — kingdoms  embracing  more  than  one  hundred  millions  of 
our  fellow-christians,  and  comprehending  among  their  statesmen  an 
almost  unbounded  share  of  the  sagacity,  experience  and  learning  of 
the  time  ? — Does  not  the  whole  frame-work  of  society  seem  disjointed  ? 
Are  not  regular  governments  superseded  by  temporary  and  perhaps 
self-constituted  committees?  The  gravest  and  most  difficult  questions 
of  state,  are  they  not  referred  to  the  arbitration  of  some  popular 
tumult  ?  And  monarchs — are  they  not  engaged  in  carrying  the 
horrors  of  fire  and  sword  into  the  very  heart  of  their  own  capitals ; 
wffiile  among  the  people  there  is  universal  discontent,  and  all  but 
universal  perplexity — men's  hearts  failing  them  for  fear ,  and  for 
looking  after  those  things  which  are  coming  on  the  earth.  And  we, 
brethren,  does  it  not  seem  as  if  we  alone  of  the  nations  had  escaped 
to  celebrate  God’s  sparing  mercy  to  us — his  fearful  judgments  on 
others.  Lifted  suddenly  to  an  unwonted  eminence  among  the  great 
powers  of  the  earth — objects  now  of  unprecedented  regard  alike  to 
their  rulers  and  their  people,  does  it  not  well  become  us  to  remember 
to-day  who  it  is  that  hath  put  this  honour  and  blessing  upon  us — and 
how  vast  and  fearful  is  the  responsibility  to  mankind  with  which  we 
are  now  charged ! 

In  order  the  better  to  meet  this  responsibility,  let  us  notice  for  a 
moment  the  admonitory  lessons,  which  are  addressed  to  us  in  the 
events  of  the  past  year.  When  God’s  judgments  are  on  the  earth 
then  especially  should  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  learn  righteous¬ 
ness  ;  and  then  may  the  Christian  pulpit,  leaving  its  ordinary  topics 
— strive,  especially  on  a  day  like  this,  to  give  voice  and  articulation 
to  the  providential  teachings  of  the  Most  High. 
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Among  these  teachings  we  may,  beside  others,  recognise  distinctly 
— as  it  seems  to  me — the  following ; 

1.  That  nations,  as  well  as  individuals,  are  immediately  account¬ 
able  to  God. 

2.  That  they  ought  to  look  with  increased  abhorrence  on  war  and 
on  all  its  accessories. 

3.  That  they  should  shun  alike,  law  without  liberty  and  liberty 
without  law  :  and 

4.  That  they  should  ever  beware  of  a  civilization,  however  re¬ 
fined,  which  is  not  enlightened  and  animated  by  a  healthy  national 
conscience — or  in  other  words,  which  is  not  founded  on  the  immova¬ 
ble  rock  of  public  and  private  morality. 

I.  From  the  judgments  which  are  abroad  in  the  earth,  taken  in 
connexion  with  our  own  mercies,  we  may  learn  to  stand  in  awe 
of  Him  who  is  the  God  of  nations.  The  evil  meted  out  to  others, 
and  the  good  bestowed  upon  ourselves,  will  both  tend  to  mislead  and 
to  corrupt  us,  unless  we  view  them  with  sentiments  appropriate  to 
religion.  Forgetting  that  God  is  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events,  we 
shall,  in  such  case,  ascribe  all  our  national  prosperity  to  our  own 
wisdom,  and  the  might  of  our  own  hand.  Or  if  looking  higher,  we 
own  a  Providence  that  shapes  our  ends,  and  leads  us  by  a  way  that 
we  know  not — even  then,  if  we  take  counsel  of  pride  and  self-love, 
we  shall  be  apt  to  regard  our  successes  not  as  so  many  tokens  of  His 
unmerited  favour,  but  rather  as  so  many  rewards  which  He  bestows 
upon  our  sagacity,  enterprise,  and  virtue.  It  was  against  this  sore 
but  too  common  mistake  of  nations,  that  Moses  protested  when  warn¬ 
ing  God’s  chosen  people  of  their  coming  glory,  and  of  their  conse¬ 
quent  danger.  As  they  were  about  to  pass  over  Jordan  and  take 
possession  of  the  promised  land,  he  charged  them,  saying,  “  Speak 
not  thou  in  thy  heart  after  that  the  Lord  hath  cast  out  those  nations 
from  before  thee,  saying,  for  my  righteousness  the  Lord  hath  brought 
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me  in  to  possess  this  land;  but  for  the,  wickedness  of  those  nations 
the  Lord  doth  drive  them  out  from  before  thee.  Not  for  thy  right¬ 
eousness  or  the  uprightness  of  thy  heart  (for  thou  art  a  stiff-necked 
people)  dost  thou  go  to  possess  their  land,  but  for  the  wickedness  of 
these  nations  doth  the  Lord  thy  God  drive  them  out  from  before 
thee,  and  that  He  may  perform  the  covenant  which  He  made  with 
thy  fathers,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob.” 

How  well  does  this  language  of  the  law-giver  of  Israel,  apply  to 
our  own  history.  One  tribe  after  another  of  a  valiant  and  warlike 
people  retired  before  our  fathers,  as  they  came,  a  feeble  band,  to 
plant  themselves  on  this  western  continent.  One  restriction  after 
another,  imposed  by  our  fatherland  upon  our  free  industry,  and  our 
free  political  action,  gave  way  before  our  resistance,  till  at  length, 
through  the  blessing  of  God  upon  our  counsels  and  arms,  the  last 
vestige  of  foreign  dominion  was  obliterated  from  these  shores. 
Another  war  with  the  same  great  power  was  not  without  its  sub¬ 
stantial  fruits.  In  the  meantime  our  industry  and  enterprise  have 
been  gaining  every  year  still  nobler  triumphs ;  and  of  late  we  have 
seen  all  the  resources  of  a  neighbouring  republic,  rallied  over  and 
over  to  withstand  the  victorious  progress  of  our  soldiery,  and  rallied 
in  vain. 

And  now — shall  we  say  it  is  for  our  righteousness — or  it  is  by 
our  power  alone  and  the  might  of  our  hand  that  we  have  gotten 
us  this  wealth  ?  Should  we  not  rather  say,  it  is  for  the  wickedness 
of  these  nations ; — or  better  still,  it  is  to  accomplish  His  own  wise 
but  inscrutable  designs,  that  God  has  thus  caused  us  to  prevail. 
When,  for  instance,  we  look  at  the  war  from  which  we  have  just 
emerged,  does  it  not  become  us  to  remember,  that  to  triumph  over  a 
nation  rent  by  contending  factions  and  besotted  by  vice  and  super¬ 
stition,  is,  at  best,  but  a  humble  triumph  !  Does  it  not  become  us, 
too,  to  consider  that  triumph  in  the  light  of  the  past,  and  of  God’s 
avenging  justice?  When  we  think  of  the  bloody  and  remorseless 
career  of  a  Cortez  ;  when  we  think  of  the  cry  of  oppressed  and 
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despoiled  natives  ascending  to  Heaven,  through  long  ages,  for 
redress ;  when  we  remember  the  licentiousness  of  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  morals  which  had  overspread  that  ill-fated  land,  may  we  not 
ask  whether  here  were  not  arrears  of  national  delinquency  which 
had  to  be  discharged ;  and  whether  we  may  not  have  been  selected 
rather  in  wrath  than  in  kindness  as  the  agents  to  collect  them.  Who 
knows  but  that  in  the  fate  of  that  land  we  are  reading  the  dark  fore¬ 
shadowing  of  our  own?  Suppose  ye  that  these  Galileans  were  sin¬ 
ners  above  all  the  Galileans,  because  they  suffered  such  things  ;  I 
tell  you  nay.  There  are  other  natives — besides  those  enslaved  by 
the  Spaniards — who  have  arrears  to  settle  with  the  spoilers  that 
stript  them  of  their  hunting  grounds,  and  drove  them,  helpless  and 
heart  stricken,  from  their  homes  and  the  graves  of  their  fathers. 
There  are  other  captives,  besides  those  in  the  mines  of  Mexico, 
whose  sufferings  tell  of  unrequited  wrongs,  and  who  speak  forth 
to-day  with  more  than  two  millions  of  tongues,  the  disgrace  and 
danger  of  a  nation  boasting  itself  free,  and  yet  holding  Christian  men 
and  Christian  women  in  bondage.  There  are  other  derelictions,  both 
public  and  private,  besides  those  which,  under  institutions  less  wise 
and  in  climes  more  enervating,  have  stained  the  name  of  American 
Republican — and  do  they  not  call  us  to-day  to  mingle  humiliation 
with  our  thanksgivings,  and  amendment  with  our  congratulations  ? 
Do  they  not  say  unto  us  as  Moses  said  to  Israel  of  old:  “Beware 
that  thou  forget  not  the  Lord  thy  God,  in  not  keeping  his  com¬ 
mandments,  for  it  is  He  that  giveth  thee  power  to  get  wealth.  And 
if  thou  do  at  all  forget  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  walk  after  other  gods  and 
serve  them,  I  testify  against  you  this  day  that  ye  shall  surely  perish  ; 
as  the  nations  which  the  Lord  destroyeth  before  your  face  so  shall 
ye  perish,  because  ye  would  not  be  obedient  unto  the  voice  of  the 
Lord  your  God.”  And  is  not  this  the  thank  offering  “that  God 
hath  chosen  ?  to  loose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy  bur¬ 
dens,  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free,  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke  ? 
Is  it  not  to  deal  thy  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  that  thou  bring  the 
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poor  that  are  cast  out  to  thy  house  ?  when  thou  seest  the  naked  that 
thou  cover  him,  and  that  thou  hide  not  thyself  from  thine  own  flesh  ? 
Then  shall  thy  light  break  forth  as  the  morning,  and  thine  health 
shall  spring  forth  speedily,  and  thy  righteousness  shall  go  before 
thee,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  shall  he  thy  rear-ward.” 

II.  In  the  second  place,  recent  events,  and  especially  the  judg¬ 
ments  which  are  abroad  in  the  earth,  should  teach  us  to  look  with 
increased  abhorrence  on  war.  In  respect  to  ourselves,  it  might  seem 
that  wars  have  been  fruitful  in  real  and  substantial  benefit,  as  well  as 
in  glory.  It  should  be  considered,  however,  that  their  apparent 
benefits  to  every  nation  are  present  and  palpable,  while  their  inevi¬ 
table  and  most  mournful  evils  are  future,  and  to  the  mass  of  men  all 
but  unobserved.  All  can  feel  the  stirring  influence  of  martial  move¬ 
ments  and  martial  exploits.  When  troops  move  forth  with  their 
plumed  chivalry,  in  pride  and  pomp  and  glorious  circumstance,  it 
needs  steady  nerves  and  a  thoughtful  forecasting  mind,  not  to  share 
in  the  general  enthusiasm.  And  when  their  courage,  their  disci- 
pline,  the  science  of  their  leaders,  and,  in  the  moment  of  severest 
trial,  the  self-forgetting,  self-sacrificing  spirit  of  all  have  done  their 
appropriate  work  ;  when  all  obstacles  have  yielded  before  those  who 
have  fought  in  our  names,  and  professedly  for  our  honour  and  wel¬ 
fare,  whose  heart  will  not,  for  the  moment,  overleap  a  sober  estimate 
of  the  right  and  of  the  solid  advantage,  to  exult  in  the  brilliancy  of 
the  achievement  and  in  the  consequent  acclamations  of  an  unthinking 
multitude. 

But  alas  !  the  fumes  of  this  mental  intoxication  ought  to  give  place, 
before  long,  to  other  and  wiser  thoughts.  We  ought  to  begin  to 
reckon  up  the  wives  that  have  been  widowed, — the  children  that 
have  become  fatherless, — the  homes  of  helpless  age  that  are  now 
desolate, — the  moral  contagion  caught  in  the  camp  and  brought  back 
to  infest  our  neighbourhoods  and  our  fire  sides.  We  ought  to  con¬ 
sider  the  heavy  accumulations  of  public  debt  that  those  who  win  the 
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glory  of  the  war  usually  turn  over  to  be  borne  by  those  who  come 
after  ;  the  distaste  which  has  been  contracted  by  a  disbanded  sol¬ 
diery  for  all  peaceful  and  gainful  industry  ;  the  lust  of  adventure, 
of  military  fame  and  perhaps  of  military  rapine,  which  has  been 
aroused  and  which  spreads  with  electric  quickness  and  force  to  the 
young  and  inconsiderate  on  every  side.  Are  not  these  evils  ? — and 
are  they  not  evils  which  it  becomes  a  sagacious  people  to  weigh  well 
and  wisely  before  they  elect  a  warlike  in  preference  to  a  pacific 
policy  ? — If  the  people  were  wise,  said  a  sage  and  statesman  of  former 
times — if  the  people  were  wise,  war  is  a  game  at  which  kings  would 
not  be  allowed  to  play.  It  is  a  game, — and  always,  and  in  every 
country,  it  is  a  game  played  by  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many; 
and  yet  without  the  consent  and  co-operation  of  the  many  it  could 
not  even  begin.  History  will  he  searched  in  vain,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
for  one  great  and  enduring  benefit,  (not  in  some  way  countervailed,) 
which  has  been  compassed  by  a  strictly  aggressive  war — and  it  is  of 
that  alone  I  now  speak — and  yet  the  war  spirit  is  fostered  as  if  it 
were  one  of  the  greatest  friends  and  benefactors  of  mankind  ! 

What  is  taught  on  this  subject  by  the  present  condition  of  Europe  ? 
The  convulsions  which  are  shaking  and  upheaving  the  whole  social 
fabric,  do  they  not  spring  primarily  from  the  distresses  of  the  labour¬ 
ing  poor ! — and  those  distresses,  do  they  not  spring  from  the  dispro¬ 
portion  between  the  cost  of  subsistence  and  the  means  of  obtaining 
it  ? — and  the  cost  of  subsistence,  is  it  not  increased  to  an  almost  incre¬ 
dible  degree  by  the  burden  of  taxation  ? — and  that  burden  again,  what 
is  it,  in  great  measure,  but  the  burden  imposed  or  entailed  by  war? 
To  the  cost  of  former  wars,  which  comes  in  the  shape  of  perpetual 
and  often  of  increasing  interest  on  national  debts,  add  the  cost  of 
more  than  two  millions  of  men,  withdrawn  even  in  times  of  peace 
from  all  productive  pursuits,  and  constantly  employed  in  standing 
armies  and  navies, — and  the  cost  also  of  maintaining  fortifications, 
ships,  arsenals,  and  armories,  and  you  have  what  European  labour 
and  European  capital  have  to  pay  annually  to  uphold  war.  It  is  a 
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sum  more  than  eight  times  as  great  as  all  the  other  expenses  of 
government  put  together.  The  administration  of  civil  functions — 
the  dispensation  of  justice — the  prevention  of  crime  by  police — the 
education  of  the  people,  and  the  support  of  the  religion  of  Christ, 
all  combined,  do  not  impose  on  the  suffering  nations  of  Europe  a 
burden  one  eighth  as  great  as  is  constantly  imposed  by  war! 

And  what,  in  principle,  is  war  ?  It  is  the  duel  betiveen  nations, 
differing  in  no  respect  from  the  duel  between  individuals,  except  that 
the  successful  combatant  is  allowed  to  carry  off  as  spoil  the  effects 
of  his  vanquished  antagonist.  It  is  an  adjournment  of  great  ques¬ 
tions  of  international  right  or  courtesy  from  the  bar  of  temperate  dis¬ 
cussion  and  peaceful  arbitration  before  peers,  to  the  bar  of  chance  or 
mere  force.  It  is  an  appeal  from  the  reason  and  conscience  of  the 
parties  themselves, — from  large  views  of  their  true  interest,  and  from 
the  moral  judgments  of  mankind,  to  the  exploded  trial  by  combat  of 
the  middle  ages.  Alas  !  alas  !  that  eighteen  hundred  years  after  the 
coming  of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  this  relic  of  barbarism  should  still  be 
clung  to  by  nations  calling  themselves  Christian ;  and  God  grant  that 
the  penalty  which  they  are  now  suffering,  and  which  has  been  trea¬ 
suring  itself  up  for  ages,  may  deter  us  from  following  their  dazzling 
but  dangerous  example. 

III.  A  third  lesson,  taught  by  the  judgments  abroad  in  the  earth, 
is  the  danger  on  the  one  hand,  of  Law  without  Liberty,  and  on  the 
other,  of  Liberty  without  Law.  Each  alike  is  at  war  with  the  will 
of  the  Creator,  and  each,  therefore,  inconsistent  with  the  duty  and 
happiness  of  nations.  The  one  is  the  state  towards  which  some  of 
the  great  powers  of  Continental  Europe  seem  to  have  been  tending 
— the  other  is  the  state,  towards  which  their  subjects,  wearied  with 
undue  restraints  and  burdens,  seem  to  be  now  struggling.  Taking 
to  themselves  a  large  share  of  the  authority,  once  wielded  by  the 
nobles  and  free  cities  of  Europe,  Kings  and  Emperors  have  essayed 
a  new  kind  of  absolutism — governing  through  laws,  fixed,  known, 
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and  in  many  respects,  wise  and  just, — but  in  the  creation  and  admin¬ 
istration  of  which,  the  people  should  have  little  voice.  We  need  not 
wonder,  if  in  recoiling  from  the  inevitable  abuses  of  such  a  system, 
that  people,  uninstructed  and  unpracticed  in  the  proper  functions  of 
government,  should  rush  to  the  opposite  extreme,  and  should  now  seek 
to  substitute  the  licentious  will  of  a  majority,  for  the  arbitrary  decrees 
of  a  court.  Liberty,  however,  is  hut  a  name,  unless  they  who  enjoy 
it  are  protected  by  law  against  wrong  and  violence ; — and  Law  is 
a  fraud,  unless  it  secure  the  utmost  freedom  to  virtuous  aspirations 
of  every  kind,  whether  political  or  personal.  In  presence,  then,  of 
the  frightful  storms,  which  have  been  provoked  by  the  ambition  of 
power ;  in  presence,  too,  of  the  horrors  which  have  been  enacted  in 
the  prostituted  name  of  Liberty,  let  our  thanks  ascend  to  God,  that 
thus  far  we  have  been  saved  from  both ;  and  let  our  prayers  and 
efforts  never  be  wanting,  that  this  mercy  may  he  continued.  Eternal 
vigilance  is  the  price  of  Liberty  ; '  and  moderation,  forecast,  and  love 
of  order  are  the  soul  of  law. 

IY.  In  conclusion — the  judgments  which  are  in  the  earth,  should 
teach  us  to  beware  of  all  civilization  that  does  not  find  its  root  and 
nourishment  in  a  healthy  national  conscience.  There  may  be  litera¬ 
ture  and  science — there  may  be  wealth  and  refinement — there  may 
even  he  the  outward  rites  and  institutions  of  Christianity,  and  yet 
our  civilization  be  essentially  hollow  and  false.  The  voice  which 
God  sends  to  us  from  the  tottering  thrones  and  the  social  chaos  of 
Europe,  speaks  in  vain,  if  it  do  not  teach  that  for  nations  as  for  indi¬ 
viduals,  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  wisdom,  and  that  to  depart  from  evil 
is  understanding.  What  hut  a  deep  sense  of  our  accountability  to 
God,  and  of  our  obligations  to  his  creatures,  can  keep  us  from  dis¬ 
loyalty  to  our  families,  our  neighbours,  our  country  ?  What  are  laws 
or  constitutions,  unless  there  he  faith  between  man  and  man  ;  and 
whence  can  that  faith  he  derived,  hut  from  God’s  truth  and  God’s 
spirit,  writing  their  living  lessons  on  the  heart  ?  Even  religion  itself, 
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if  it  do  not  rectify  and  strengthen  the  moral  sentiments,  if  it  do  not 
frown  on  all  dereliction,  whether  domestic,  social,  or  public — if  it  do 
not  constrain  us  to  do  justly  and  love  mercy,  as  well  as  walk  humbly 
with  God,  if  it  offer  pardon  without  amendment  of  life,  and  promise 
heaven  to  those  who  are  unfit  for  earth — what  is  such  religion,  hut 
one  of  the  most  fearful  engines  of  mischief?  Let  us  beware  then  of 
whatever  can  corrupt  the  national  conscience,  and  stain  the  national 
heart.  Let  us  see  to  it,  lest  under  a  fair  exterior,  with  much  of  out¬ 
ward  refinement, — much  too,  of  the  show  of  virtue  and  piety,  the 
soul  of  true  morality  he  eaten  out — lest  the  lower  passions  and  pro¬ 
pensities,  by  becoming  every  where  predominant,  gradually  sap  the 
very  foundation  of  the  social  edifice,  and  leave  it  to  perish  through 
its  own  weight  and  rottenness. 

I  have  thus  noticed  very  imperfectly  a  few  of  the  lessons  to  be 
deduced  from  the  vicissitudes  of  the  past  year.  When  thy  judg¬ 
ments  are  in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  will  learn  righ¬ 
teousness.  Rarely,  if  ever,  has  God  addressed  such  warnings  and 
admonitions  to  nations,  and  never  was  any  nation  more  solemnly 
hound  to  listen  and  profit  by  them  than  our  own.  Our  destinies 
are  still  under  God,  in  our  own  hands.  The  destinies  of  other 
lands,  too,  to  a  degree  fearful  to  think  of,  are  to  be  henceforth 
affected  by  our  example  and  influence.  Let  it  he  our  prayer, 
then,  as  it  was  the  unceasing  prayer  of  the  great  Washington, 
recorded  in  his  Farewell  Address — “  that  heaven  may  continue  to  us 
the  tokens  of  its  beneficence ;  that  our  union  and  brotherly  affection 
may  he  perpetual ;  that  the  free  constitution,  which  was  the  work 
of  our  hands,  may  he  sacredly  maintained  ;  that  its  administration  in 
every  department  may  he  stamped  with  wisdom  and  virtue  ;  that,  in 
fine,  the  happiness  of  the  people  of  these  states  under  the  auspices 
of  liberty,  may  he  made  complete,  by  so  careful  a  preservation,  and 
so  prudent  a  use  of  this  blessing,  as  will  acquire  to  them  the  glory 
of  recommending  it  to  the  applause,  the  affection,  and  adoption  of 
every  nation,  which  is  yet  a  stranger  to  it.”  Yes,  ever  let  us  pray 
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in  language  employed  by  the  same  sage  and  Patriot,  in  a  proclamation 
for  a  National  thanksgiving,  issued  fifty-three  years  ago,  that  God  will 
“imprint  upon  our  hearts  a  deep  and  solemn  sense  of  our  obligations 
to  Him,  for  our  blessings  as  a  people  ;  that  He  will  preserve  us  from 
the  arrogance  of  prosperity,  and  from  hazarding  the  advantages  we 
enjoy  by  delusive  pursuits  ;  that  He  will  dispose  us  to  merit  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  his  favours  by  not  abusing  them,  by  our  gratitude  for 
them,  and  by  a  correspondent  conduct  as  citizens  and  as  men ;  that 
He  will  render  our  country  more  and  more  a  safe  and  prosperous 
asylum  for  the  unfortunate  of  other  countries  ; — that  He  will  extend 
among  us  true  and  useful  knowledge,  diffuse  and  establish  habits 
of  order,  sobriety,  morality,  and  piety,  and  finally  impart  all  the 
blessings  we  possess  or  ask  for  ourselves,  to  the  whole  family  of 
mankind.” 


